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International Research Seminar

Can Autonomy Fulfil The Right to Self-Determination?
Geneva Centre for Security Policy (GCSP) 
Tuesday, 6 October 2009

GCSP, Jura (3rd floor)
Concept

With the support of the Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs and the Permanent Mission of Morocco to the United Nations Office in Geneva, the Geneva Centre for Security Policy (GCSP) is organising an international research seminar on the topic: “Can Autonomy Fulfil the Right to Self-Determination?” on 6 October 2009. 
In a restricted setting, high-level independent academic experts and practitioners from Europe, the United States, and Asia will address the concept of autonomy, as opposed to full-fledged independence, as a possible means of fulfilling the right of peoples to self-determination enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations. 
Autonomy is generally defined as the “free choice of one's own acts or states without external compulsion” and the “determination by the people of a territorial unit of their own future political status.”
  It is usually considered as a synonym for self-government, and has been implemented in practice in a variety of historical or current cases, with or without the perspective of independence in the long term.  However, with the end of decolonisation, the methods of devolution of power that were used during that period may now seem obsolete. Today, the principle of self-determination can receive a broader range of forms of application based on inter-relationships between national and cultural identity, democracy, human rights and self-government: “Self-determination does not have to mean irredentism, secession and the violent renegotiation of territorial frontiers.”
  More importantly, “secession, border revision, federation, regional or functional autonomy, cultural pluralism; there are many possibilities and no reason to think that the choice of one of these in this or that case makes a similar choice necessary in all the other cases.”

Such cases will be addressed and compared by the participants to this Research Seminar, in particular with regard to: the method of achieving autonomy (negotiations, referendum, etc.); the relations between the local and the central government, especially in terms of power sharing and distribution of revenues from natural resources; the institutional and constitutional guarantees of autonomy; the extent of the protection of human rights, including cultural and minority rights; the possible options for the evolution of the status of autonomy. Experts will share experiences and knowledge, drawing from numerous cases of recent history. On the basis of their analysis, the experts will also draw conclusions and make recommendations to policy makers in a report to be published by the GCSP.
 Programme
	0900 – 0915
	Welcome Address
Ambassador Dr Fred Tanner, Director, GCSP 

	0915 – 1015
	Processes to Achieve Autonomy: Negotiations, Referendum, Constitution… 
Chair: Ambassador Dr Fred Tanner, Director, GCSP 
Speaker: Professor Anne Mandeville, Co-Director of the International Criminal Law and Conflict Analysis Centre, University of Toulouse: “The Moroccan Proposal for the Autonomy of Western Sahara”
Discussant: Mr. Kavus Abushov, MA, PhD Cand., Instructor, Azerbaijan Diplomatic Academy

	1015 – 1045
	Discussion

	1045 – 1100
	Coffee Break

	1100 – 1145
	Power-sharing and Institutional Arrangements
Chair: Dr Steven Haines, Head, Security and the Rule of Law Programme, GCSP
Speaker: Dr Julian Thomas Hottinger, Expert in Mediation and Facilitation, Federal Department of Foreign Affairs, Bern 
Discussant: Professor Timothy Sisk, Professor of International and Comparative Politics, and Director, Center for International Peace, Josef Korbel School of International Studies, University of Denver

	1145 – 1215
	Discussion 

	1230 – 1400
	Lunch L’Attique Restaurant (WMO Building Floor ‘A’)
Keynote Address: Professor François Heisbourg, Chairman, Foundation Council, GCSP

	1400 – 1445
	Economic Aspects of Autonomy: Revenue Sharing, Exploitation of Natural Resources
Chair: Dr John Gault, Associate Fellow, GCSP 
Speaker: Professor Gareth Stansfield, Professor of Middle East Politics, Director, Exeter Centre for Ethno-Political Studies, “The Case of Iraqi Kurdistan”
Discussant: Mr Marc Finaud, Director of Short Courses, GCSP: “The Case of New Caledonia”

	1445 – 1515
	Discussion 

	1515 – 1600
	How to Guarantee the Protection of Human Rights in an Autonomous Region?
Chair: Dr Caty Clément, Faculty Member, GCSP
Speaker: Ambassador Rolf Ekéus, Chairman, Governing Board, Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI); former OSCE High Commissioner on National Minorities
Discussant: Dr Andrew Clapham, Professor of Public International Law at the Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies, Geneva, and Director of the Geneva Academy of International Humanitarian Law and Human Rights

	1600 – 1630
	Discussion 

	1630 – 1645
	Coffee Break

	1645 – 1730
	Evolution and Prospects of Autonomous Regions
Chair: Mr Marc Finaud, Director of Short Courses, GCSP
Speaker: Ms Sonja Licht, President, Belgrade Fund for Political Excellence, Belgrade: “The Case of Vojvoidina” 
Discussant: Professor Ruth Lapidoth, Professor Emeritus, Hebrew University of Jerusalem

	1730 – 1800
	Discussion 

	1800 – 1830
	Conclusions: Professor Daniel Thürer, Chair, International, European, Public and Comparative Constitutional Law, University of Zurich

	2000 – 2200
	Dinner hosted by HE Mr Omar Hilale, Permanent Representative of Morocco to the Office of the United Nations at Geneva, at his residence


Draft 21.09.2009 10:41
� Merriam-Webster Online Dictionary <�HYPERLINK "http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/self-determination"�http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/self-determination�>.


� Martin Griffiths, “�HYPERLINK "http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/journals/MqLJ/2003/3.html" \o "http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/journals/MqLJ/2003/3.html"�Self-determination, International Society and World Order�”, �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Macquarie_University" \o "Macquarie University"�Macquarie University� Law Journal, 1, 2003. < �HYPERLINK "http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/journals/MqLJ/2003/3.html"�http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/journals/MqLJ/2003/3.html�>. 


� Michael Walzer, “The New Tribalism” in Roland Beiner (ed), Theorizing Nationalism (1999) 215
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